






















































































































































































. . . The Gettysburg Address

The text on the opposite page was copied from manuscript of the
address delivered by President Abraham Lincoln at the Gettysburg
Cemetery grounds on November 19, 1863. After the President had
delivered his short address, he turned to Marshall Lamon, who had
presented him less than five minutes before, and said, “Lamon, that
speech won’t scour. It is a flat failure.”

There are five known copies in President Lincoln’s handwriting of the
Gettysburg address. The original and second drafts were given by the
President to his secretary, John Hay. On April 11, 1916, they were pre-
sented to the Government by Colonel Hay’s three children.

That Lincoln wrote the address on a rough bit of paper on the way to
Gettysburg is an exploded but persistent legend. Actually, the first sheet
of the first draft was written in Washington, on Executive Mansion sta-
tionery. The corrections and the second page were written in lead pencil,
probably at Judge Wills’ house in Gettysburg, the night of the 18th.

The second draft, believed to be the reading copy at the dedication
ceremony, is assumed to have been written on the 19th, between break-
fast and the start to the cemetery. There are changes from the first
version, slight matters of punctuation, or of a single word—a “that
nation” and a ‘“this nation” for ‘the nation”, ‘“consecrated” for “hal-
lowed,” “but” for “while,” and the like. Lincoln’s eye evidently strayed
in copying, for ‘“We have come” of the first version was changed to
“We are met,” then crossed out and the original form restored above it.
The first important change is “those who here gave their lives” instead of
“those who died here.” The sentence, “This we may, in all propriety do,”
became “It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.” The
entire beginning of the first draft’s third paragraph is rephrased. In-
stead of “It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great
task remaining before us” [‘“‘we here be dedicated” had been corrected
in pencil above the scratched-out “to stand here”] Lincoln added a
parallel sentence: “It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to
the unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried on. It is
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before
us——".—Data from Library of Congress.

A final addition in the fourth line from the last of the address was
made after the word “nation.” The two words are ‘“under God.” This
final form was placed in the rotunda of the State House by the Depart-
ment of Towa, Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of
the Republic, February 12, 1927.
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. . . The Lincoln Plaque

A plaque hangs in the rotunda of the capitol which includes the complete Gettysburg
address. Below is pictured a portion of the plagque, together with the text of the
historical address. Further details on page 484.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon
this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation, so conceived, and so dedicated, can long
endure. We are met here on a great battlefield of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of it as a final resting place for
those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It
is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we can not dedicate—we can not conse-
crate—we can not hallow this ground. The brave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor
power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long re-
member, what we say here, but can never forget what they did
here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried on.
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remain-
ing before us—that from these honored dead we take increased
devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last full
measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain; that this nation shall have a new
birth of freedom; and that this government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
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